God’s Call To Submit  
Matthew 7:21 
e.g. Killed because of disobedience

The man’s disobedience caused his death, but disobedience to God can cause even more trouble and a worse death!

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

What about Christian people? Must we submit to God in obedience? WELL, WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.”

Many people are quick to call Jesus the Lord, but they don’t want to do anything His Word tells them to do. Jesus is clear that accepting Him as Lord means that we must be obedient and do God’s will.

Luke 6:46 “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”

Obeying the Lord Jesus is probably one of the hardest things we will learn to do in life, if indeed, we ever learn this lesson. 

Why is obedience hard to learn? Because our natural tendency is to do our own thing. It’s called our sin nature, our dark side. We don’t like to think about, talk about it or own up to it, but it’s true and we all have it!

Luke 11:28 Jesus said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.”
John 14:15 Jesus said, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” Powerful!
John 14:23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”

Thomas a Kempis wrote: Instant obedience is the only kind of obedience there is; delayed obedience is disobedience. Whoever strives to withdraw from obedience, withdraws from Grace. POWERFUL!

PROP.- Let’s see how important it is to submit to God and what happens when we do.
1- Submission to God brings life
2- Submission to God gives victory
 I. SUBMISSION TO GOD BRINGS LIFE

Hebrews 12:9 “Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!”

Submitting to God who is the Father of our human spirit brings life. He gives us life and a better life when we submit to Him!

Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a promise— “that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.”

There it is! When children submit to their parents and obey them things may go well with them and they will enjoy a better life on earth. Whereas if kids disobey mom and dad they are asking for trouble! What’s the worst punishment you got for disobedience?

The same principle applies to our Heavenly Father. When we obey Him and submit to Him, life is going to be better for us! But if we don’t, watch out!

Hebrews 12:5-6 “And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons:“My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.”

Have you ever been disciplined by God for your disobedience to Him? Chances are, you have, even though you may not be able to pinpoint that discipline.

It could have been a lost job, a catastrophe at home or at work, a series of financial losses, etc. It could be any number of things or perhaps a combination of bad things. I think sometimes God disciplines us by allowing bad things to happen to us. He doesn’t necessarily cause them, however.

Someone wrote: The best way to know God’s will is to say “I will” to God. Saying “I will” to God is the best thing any of us can do. Saying “I will” or “I submit” brings life to our lives!

II. SUBMISSION TO GOD GIVES VICTORY

James 4:7 “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”

Guess what happens if we don’t submit to God? If we don’t submit to God we’ll submit to someone else and perhaps without knowing it!
 
Ephesians 2:1-3 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.” 

You followed the ways of this world and OF THE RULER OF THE KINGDOM OF THE AIR. Who is this? Satan. 
Christian author, C. S. Lewis wrote: “There is no neutral ground in the universe; every square inch, every split second, is claimed by God and counter-claimed by Satan.”

Look at the broken heroes in the Bible—Adam and Eve were tempted and sinned. Cain killed Abel in a jealous rage. Moses killed the Egyptian. Abraham lied about Sarah being his wife. David committed adultery and murder. King Saul was destroyed by pride. King Herod was brought down by jealousy and fear. Ananias and Sapphira was devoured by greed. Judas was destroyed by materialism. 

Why did these things happen? It was because of failing to submit to God. When we fail to submit to God we will not experience victory in life. We experience defeat, failure, misery, etc. But if we submit to God’s will and do what we know He wants, we will be blessed with victory over Satan and a certain amount of success in life!

Submission to God brings victory in life. Victory over sin, victory over life’s problems and victory over Satan.

CONCLUSION

ILL.- I read one time that next to the person who does not pay his bill, the doctor’s most annoying patient is the one who refuses to follow orders. It has been estimated that between 16 to 90 percent of all patients leave half-empty pill bottles, cheat on diets, continue to smoke, or never return for checkups despite careful prescriptions and cautious advice.

Failing to follow your doctor’s advice could get a person into trouble or cause them to lose their health or worse, but failing to listen to the Great Physician and obey Him will bring on worse problems! I say, Tis the season to submit to God.
